
Language Requirements 
for a (German taught) study (exchange) programme 

at Aalen University, Germany 

General Information: The Common European Framework (CEF) 

Our framework of reference was designed to provide a transparent, coherent and 
comprehensive basis for the elaboration of language syllabuses and curriculum guidelines, 
the design of teaching and learning materials, and the assessment of foreign language 
proficiency. It is used in Europe but also in other continents.   

Since 2001 a European Union Council Resolution recommended using the CEF to set up 
systems of language ability validation.  

The six reference levels (see below) are becoming widely accepted as the European 
standard for grading an individual's language proficiency. 

Reference Levels Hours Hours cumulated 
A1 ≈ 120 | Breakthrough 120 
A2 ≈ 150 | Waystage 270 

*B1 ≈ 150 | Threshold 420 
B2 ≈ 150 | Vantage 570 
C1 ≈ 180 | Effective Operational Proficiency 750 
C2 ≈ 250 | Mastery 1000 

German Language Requirements for Degree Seeking Students 

If you want to apply for a German taught study programme as a degree seeking student, you 
must submit proof of German language proficiency on at least C1 level within the application 
period. Examinations proving the proficiency are for example DSH2 or Test-DaF (with an 
average score of 4) or ZOP from the Goethe Institute 

German Language Requirements at Aalen University for Exchange Students  

In order to apply for a (German taught) study programme as an exchange student coming 
from one of our partner universities, you must provide proof of German language “threshold 
or B1”  by submitting an accredited German language certificate (approved B1 level or for 
instance the “Zertifikat Deutsch B1” from the Goethe Institute. The minimum required hours 
that you should put in for a level is approximately *B1 ≈ 420 h.  

A further German intensive course in order to raise your level to B2 (and C1) so that you can 
follow successfully German taught lectures will be offered before the start of the lectures.  



Global Scale - Common European Framework (of Reference for Languages) 

More info: https://rm.coe.int/1680459f97 


