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Supporting Researchers
The Research Academy is the central point of contact for the 
support of early-career researchers at Aalen University. It was 
founded in 2021 as part of the project “WINPROFSHIP” in the 
state-union program “FH-Personal”, which was introduced 
for the advancement of the professorial and academic staff. 
Our offers are open to everyone interested in pursuing a PhD, 
doctoral researchers, supervisors, newly appointed profes-
sors as well as all researchers at the university.

Graduate School & Writing Center
With its two sections Graduate School and Writing Center, 
the Research Academy offers a broad course program on 
transferable skills, support in scientific writing and personal 
counseling. Our aim is to prepare early-career researchers 
for a career in science, education, or industry. Thereby, the 
Research Academy contributes to the assurance of high stan-
dards in teaching and research.

We support you with counseling and are happy to address 
your topics via E-mail, telephone, zoom, or in person.

If you have any questions, ideas or would like an appointment, 
please do not hesitate to contact us!
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In the Writing Center, we accompany you in your writing 
processes and support you in drafting scientific texts, such 
as exposés, dissertations or scientific articles. We advise you 
in the planning phase, in the writing process as well as in the 
revision and publication phase.

We support you!
We offer workshops and seminars as well as individual writing 
consultation and coaching. Our offers address Master students 
interested in pursuing a PhD, doctoral researchers as well as all 
researchers in general.

Workshops, Seminars & Counseling include
• Organizing and structuring the writing process
• Writing strategies and methods
• Overcoming writer‘s block
• Narrowing down and presenting your research topic
• Research Data Management
• Literature research
• Developing a text structure
• Writing and revising texts
• Scientific Writing in German and English
• Publishing in Open Access

In the Graduate School, we support you in the process of 
pursuing your PhD and in the facilitation of your further 
career. We offer qualification courses on disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary topics as well as individual counseling on all 
matters concerning the doctorate. In addition, we facilitate the 
networking between doctoral researchers and the connection 
to the academic and the industrial sector.

We support you! 
When pursuing a PhD, problems and issues of all kinds might 
arise, for example concerning doctoral regulations, difficult 
situations in the professional or the private environment, or 
questions about future career perspectives. We support you in 
these matters in all phases of your PhD, whether you are cur-
rently thinking of getting started with a doctorate or are already 
about to publish your thesis.

Workshops, Seminars & Counseling include
• Self-management during the doctorate
• Good Scientific Practice
• Presenting research
• Science communication
• Dealing with stress
• Self-marketing and networking
• Career paths in science and industry

Aalen University is one of the most research-intensive Uni-
versities of Applied Sciences (UAS) in Germany. All five facul-
ties contribute to the research activities of the university:
• Chemistry
• Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
• Mechanical Engineering and Materials Science
• Optics and Mechatronics
• Management and Business Science

More than 70 doctoral researchers carry out their research 
on applied topics at Aalen University. The doctorates are 
usually supervised in cooperation with universities in Ger-
many and abroad.

Prerequisites for pursuing a PhD
To be admitted as a doctoral researcher, you need a qualify-
ing degree in a topic related to that of the PhD. Usually, this 
is a Master‘s degree or Diploma. If you have received your 
degree from a UAS, you might have to fulfill further require-
ments, such as a qualifying interview or additional courses. 
Apart from the formal requirements, you should bring the 
motivation to focus on a research topic over a longer period.

Time period of a doctorate
A doctorate in Germany takes approximately three to five 
years. The duration depends also on the research area and 
on personal circumstances, e.g. if you are working part-time.

Writing CenterGraduate SchoolDoctoral Research at  
Aalen University


