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In the last two weeks the University of
Aalen was acknowledged twice for its
high quality of teaching and research.
We performed excellently at the
current university ranking of the
Center
for
Higher
Education
Development (CHE). Three courses
were assessed this year: 1st place for
Electrical Engineering in the German –
speaking countries, 3rd place for
Mechatronics and finally Mechanical
Engineering achieved 7th place out of
about 100 ranked universities.
Furthermore the university has
secured itself the title of the strongest
university of applied sciences in
Baden-Württemberg with respect to
applied research for the 10th time in a
row in 2016. We can be proud of that.

The great commitment of the students
with whom they enrich the campus
life day by day is of outstanding
importance for the university. In many
ways they expand their horizons and
do voluntary work - in the published
student body, in student initiatives
and clubs, and even beyond. We
dedicate this Limes issue to all of
them. The aim is to put the students
into focus and to make them a topic.
Because their voluntary commitment
is extraordinary and we duly want to
acknowledge this.
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editorial

Dear limes international Readers,

Enjoy reading
Yours

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Schneider
Rector of Aalen University
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The competition for prospective students and
skilled personnel will increase in the future. Rural
areas are especially effected. To respond to this at
an early stage the county has initiated a close
dialogue with representatives of industry, politics
and associations. The universities of the region play
an important role in tackling future challenges.
Therefore, the county council commissioned Aalen
University, in cooperation with the University of
Education and the University of Design, both
located in Schwäbisch Gmünd, to develop a
»University Strategy of the East Alb Regione 2030«.
The results were presented to the county council in
April. About 9,000 Students are enrolled at the
three universities in the East Alb Region. A large
number of these come from the region.
"Universities are now more than before important
components of the infrastructure of a region and a
decisive location factor" explains Prof. Dr. Gerhard
Schneider, Rector of Aalen University. They qualify
academic staff for the regional employment system
and are magnets for prospective students and
highly qualified people from outside the region.
Within the scope of research activities, often in
close cooperation with companies, the universities
Prev. Page

are developing solutions for important questions of
the future like digital networking, sustainability,
or health. "Universities are therefore the centers of
strength in the region," said District Administrator
Klaus Pavel. How prepared for the future are the
district and the region of East-Wuerttemberg
measured on the availability of higher education
and research facilities? The study »University
Strategy of the East Alb Region 2030« tries to find
answers to this question. On the basis of a broad
analysis of the current situation concerning
academic education and research in the county,
recommendations were made to sustainably
strengthen the university location. The study first
identified the trends relevant for academic
education and research in the region. The
demographic change in the future is of great
importance for the region of East-Wuerttemberg.
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Universities are Centers of
Strength in the Region
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sciences, there are no or only very few offers.
The study offer thus does not cover the study
interests in the region. The result is emigration of
young people, especially women interested in
studying.
Against this background, the study recommends
a thematic broadening of the study offer. In
particular, attractive courses for women should
be created. In the field of research, it is
suggested to set up research institutes that deal
with future socially relevant topics. After all,
universities are an excellent breeding ground for
innovative business ideas. In the future the
entrepreneurial culture of the universities in the
area has to be encouraged even more, and spinoffs of these should be specifically supported.
Only by doing this can a lively transfer of
knowledge between universities, business and
society be achieved.
Sabrina Kopp
Consultant of the Rector
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It is intensified by emigration of especially young
people from the region. Also the increasing
global networking and topics such as digitization,
sustainability and health will bring major
challenges
for
East-Wuerttemberg.
The
universities of the region already play an
important role in tackling these trends today.
Nonetheless, a further significant strengthening
of academic education and research is needed to
ensure the future viability of East-Wuerttemberg
– this is the central result of the study. The study
analyzes the nationwide distribution of school
and academic infrastructure. It shows that as the
level of education increases, the imbalance
between the West and the East of the country is
increasing. The numbers of pupils in general
schools and vocational schools nationwide per
capita of the population are balanced, whereas
there are two and a half times more study places
if one goes from Stuttgart to the west than in the
eastern part of Baden-Wuerttemberg. In
research, the imbalance is even greater. And this
is in spite of a balanced economic output per
capita measured by tax revenue. As far as the
study program is concerned, there is a lack of
university studies in the East-Wuerttemberg
Region. Also for students interested in the
subjects of teaching, humanities, or social

6

Cooperation with California
State University

For the second time, a student group from the
Graduate School Ostwürttemberg (GSO) traveled to
the picturesque Vic, near Barcelona, Spain. Prof. Dr.
Klaus-Dieter Rupp, Dean of the Master's degree
Industrial Engineering at the Graduate School, and
Prof. Vladimir Zaiats, Professor at the University of Vic,
jointly taught the module "Statistical Methods" on the
university's premises. The 21 students of GSO got to
know the Spanish student life. In addition to the
lectures, they also visited a copper factory and the
Seat factory in Martorell. At the factory inspection,
the students and professors were able to see the
production of the Seat Ibiza and the Audi Q3, and
received a lot of interesting information about the car
production in Spain. After the learning-intensive week,
the students had the opportunity to explore the sights
of Barcelona. That means, in addition to the
professional lectures the students were also able to
gain experience outside of lectures.

Aalen University is successfully expanding its
worldwide cooperation: With the beginning of the
winter semester 2016/17, the first students of the
course International Business Management are able
to study at California State University in Fullerton
(USA) for one semester. Also students from Fullerton
are expected in Aalen. Thanks to the commitment of
Prof. Dr. Betty Chavis, Prof. Dr. Reinhard Heyd and Prof.
Dr. Robert Rieg, the cooperation between the two
universities has been successfully established and
expanded over the past few years. From autumn 2016
on the international exchange of professors, lecturers
and students will be possible. The cooperation initially
refers to the course of studies International
Management with the focus on Finance, Accounting &
Taxation (FACT), but is supposed to be expanded in
the medium term.
Robert Rieg

Andrea Mezger

Prof. Dr. Reinhard Heyd
Prof. Dr. Betty Chavis
Prof. Dr. Robert Rieg

Students of GSO
at the University
in Vic
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Research: Ten years as the best in the State
The comparison of the research activities among the
universities of applied sciences in BadenWürttemberg recently showed that Aalen University
holds the leading position in the state for the tenth
time in a row in 2015 --- and there is a clear distance
from the other universities. Research at the
university has developed into an important profile
element which contributes significantly to the
positive external perception of the university in the
region, but also far beyond it. Once again in the past
year, it was possible to set clear priorities.

In addition to the acquisition of the two new
research centers ZiMATE and ZTN (see also page 31),
the research resources and publications were again
strongly expanded. Within the framework of the
reporting, almost ten million euros of research
funding were invested. Including more than 6.1
million euros for so-called quality-assured thirdparty funds - a clear increase of almost 30 percent
compared to the previous year. The publications
have also reached a new peak with more than 270
scientific publications.
Contact: ralf.schreck@hs-aalen.de
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The first German cooperative doctoral program
with the participation of Aalen University,
besides the university’s existing collaborative
PhD-Programs with international partner
institutions, is scheduled to start in the middle of
the year. The program PROMISE 4.0 is carried
out jointly with the University of Stuttgart and
the two universities of Esslingen and Heilbronn
and is promoted by the state for the next three
years. The focus is on production systems, which
are designed to be future-oriented in the context
of industry 4.0, and especially apply to small and
medium-sized enterprises. The twelve doctoral
students are supervised equally by the
universities. In addition to scientific training,
additional qualification measures are offered.
The dean of the Faculty of Mechanical
Engineering, Professor Dr. Markus Kley, as well as
Professor Dr. Matthias Haag from the robotics
laboratory, are participating from Aalen
University.
Contact: markus.kley@hs-aalen.de

Prev. Page

Through cooptation, selected scientists from
German non-research universities can be
selected by faculties or departments of German
research universities to integrate PhD
supervision teams. This appraisal was recently
awarded to two professors of Aalen University
for the first time: Professor Thomas Thierauf,
Professor for Theoretical Computer Science and
Mathematics, co-opted at the University of Ulm,
and Dr. Gerhard Schneider, the university's
rector, co-opted at the Karlsruhe Institute of
Technology (KIT). Cooptation offers advantages
for both parties: Professors from universities of
applied sciences can lead talented students in
self-government to doctoral degrees, while
research universities benefit from additional
professional expertise. Prof. Dr. Thomas Thierauf:
"Now I can finally officially support doctoral
projects and exchange even more closely with
colleagues at the faculty of Ulm." Prof. Dr.
Gerhard Schneider sees the following added
value: "By co-opting at the Faculty of Mechanical
Engineering at KIT, we are strengthening the
cooperation in the field of new materials and
promoting the academic training of young
scientists."
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Doctoral Program starting block New ways of Doctoral Theses
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In the past half year, a number of PhD-Candidates
successfully graduated with the cooperation of
Aalen University. In doing so, it makes important
contributions to the encouragement of young
talents. For example, Stefanie Sachsenmaier was
awarded her PhD on the subject Chinese
company takeovers in Germany. The focus was on
the phase and the processes after strategic
company acquisitions in western industrialized
countries by investors from emerging and
developing countries. The work was supervised by
Dr. Yongsheng Guo from Teesside University in the
UK, and in Aalen, by Prof. Dr. Jae-Aileen Chung
and Prof. Dr. Robert Rieg. In the framework of an
industrial PhD in cooperation with the company
Voestalpine Polynorm from Schwäbisch Gmünd,
Robert Schneider did his PhD work on the topic of
forming aluminum sheets at very low
temperatures. He was professionally supervised
by Professor Dr. Burkhard Heine from the School
of Mechanical Engineering and Materials Science
and Professor Richard J. Grant from Glyndŵr
University (University of Wales). Simon Straub
from Heidenheim did his PhD work on »Gadgets
for Perfect Matching Problems« at the University
of Ulm. It was about the determination of socalled perfect matchings.
Prev. Page

These are assigning problems from the graph
theory, as already described by the
mathematician Leonhard Euler who worked on
them 280 years ago. An illustrative question is, for
example, the question of the possibility of
marrying an arbitrary number of women with any
number of men, with certain combinations being
excluded and no one being left over. Simon Straub
was supervised by Professor Dr. Uwe Schöning
from the Ulm Institute for Theoretical Computer
Science and Professor Dr. Thomas Thierauf from
Aalen University.

Table of Contents

Stefanie Sachsenmaier (Middle) with Prof. Dr. Robert Rieg
and Prof. Dr. Jae-Aileen Chung
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Newly earned Doctoral Degree

10

The focus of new projects is on additive
manufacturing processes at the university; these
processes will be funded with over 1.9 million
euros from summer onwards for three years.
Among the 170 applications in the federal program
FHprofUnt, in which universities cooperate closely
with companies, the projects led by the Professors
Dr. Andreas Heinrich, Dr. Arif Kazi and Dr. Gerhard
Schneider succeeded. This was a great success for
the university, especially as the eligibility
conditions were once again significantly higher
than in previous years. Subjects of the projects are
innovative miniature optics for smartphones,
completely additively produced optical lighting
systems as well as hard metal basic bodies and
cutting edges for the chipping production.

Several companies are directly involved in the
application-oriented projects, including: Actuator
Solutions GmbH, Mapal Dr. Kress KG, Carl Zeiss AG,
Carl Zeiss Industrielle Messtechnik GmbH, H.C.
Starck GmbH and Trumpf GmbH & Co KG. Rector
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Schneider is delighted: "With Prof.
Arif Kazi, a relatively new colleague was able to
assert himself in a challenging program. Likewise,
the new 3D metal printer (SLM system), which is to
be used, already has a great financial leverage
effect in the production of third-party funds and
cooperation partners. "

The focus is on additive manufacturing
processes in new projects at the university.
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Nearly two million Euro for additive production

From Aalen to the Vikings

people
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Limes: How does it feel when suddenly everyone
knows you?
Moritz Böhringer (MB): As long as I can move
freely, that’s alright.
Limes: From being an engineering student at
Aalen University to being a NFL rookie with the
Minnesota Vikings – how was that experience in
the past few months?
MB: It was an exhausting time, but also very
thrilling and exciting. Well the actual work is only
just now starting.

Prev. Page

Limes: Parallel to your studies, you also played
for the Crailsheim Titans and the Schwäbisch
Hall Unicorns. How did you juggle this - football
and studies?
MB: Since it was amateur sports that went very
well. And the focus was always on my studies.
Limes: And why did you choose to study at Aalen
University?
MB: Aalen is my hometown. Furthermore Aalen
University is known for its good Mechanical
Engineering course of studies.
Limes: Your athletic career also began in Aalen as a soccer player for the DJK Aalen and the TSG
Hofherrnweiler-Unterrombach. What is it that
attracts you to football? Why did you switch?
MB: For me, football is the ultimate team sport. I
am particularly attracted by the combination of
tactics and the physical component.
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Moritz Böhringer is the sport-sensation this
summer. As the first ever European football
player he was directly transferred and
committed to the Minnesota Vikings in the US
National Football League (NFL). What many
people do not know: Moritz Böhringer also
studies mechanical engineering at Aalen
University. He discussed his athletic career and
future with Heiko Buczinski, a press reviewer for
the university.

Wide Receiver
Moritz Böhringer
in action at the
Minnesota Vikings’
Rookie Camp
Photo:
Minnesota Vikings

people

Limes: You are studying Mechanical Engineering in
the fifth semester and could graduate in 2017. Will
it happen?
MB: I definitely want to finish my studies. But first I
want to concentrate on football.

Limes: American football is experiencing a huge
hype in Germany through live broadcasts on
television and not least your recent success at the
NFL-Draft. What do you think about that?
MB: I think it's good that the sport is finally getting
more attention in Germany. Most people don’t
even know that there are also very many football
teams in Germany.

Limes: When is the next time we will be able to
welcome you back at Aalen University?
MB: I really have no idea at the moment.
Limes: We are already looking forward to it. Thank
you - and further success!

Stats Sheet
Name:
Age:
Birth Place:
Status:
Course of Study:
Semester:
NFL-Draft 2016:
Team:
Position:
Height:
Weight:
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Moritz Böhringer
22
Stuttgart
Student at Aalen University
General Mechanical Engineering
5
6th Round/Pick 180
Minnesota Vikings
Wide Receiver
1.93 Meters
103 Kilograms
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Limes: But a career as a sprinter never came into
question? With your run at the Pro Day in Florida,
you were serious competition to old-established
sprint stars.
MB: No, sprint is a little too boring for me.

international
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With Buddies through thick and thin in a foreign country
I only have one thing I don’t like about Germany:
the weather!", says Andrea Esteban, looking
through the rainy window and laughs. The Spanish
student has been studying at Aalen University for a
few months now. Meanwhile she has got used to
the Ostalb. Faranak Jahromi plays a big part in this,
because she is Andreas "Buddy" and supports her
with advice and action. The university's buddy
program wants to make international students'
start at the university and the everyday life easier
by supporting them with German students. Where
do you register your place of residence? How does
enrollment at the university work? In which rooms
do the lectures take place? The first few weeks of

international
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studies offer many challenges. Things that are new
and sometimes difficult for German students in the
beginning are quickly becoming a big hurdle for
international students. A language barrier,
different mentalities, different processes –
adjusting to a foreign country is not always easy in
the beginning. The Buddy program in cooperation
with the non-profit association International
Society Aalen (ISA) helps in this early stage. From
arrival to timetables and campus management to
leisure activities - international newcomers receive
individual support.
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The chemistry is just right: Andrea Esteban and her buddy Faranak Jahromi (left) have lots
of fun together

Info:
If you are interested in becoming a Buddy, please register at the
International Society Aalen e.V. - please provide the complete
name, course of study, semester, and language skills.
buddy@hs-aalen.de

Prev. Page
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Artur Schneider has also been a buddy for several
semesters. The 25-year-old, who is studying
International Sales Management and Technology,
remembers his international semester in Spain and
Costa Rica with great enthusiasm. "The openness,
warmth and joy of life in these countries are simply
impressive," enthused the young man. And he
would like to return a piece of his great
experiences: "With my experiences, I can help the
exchange students. And it's great that you can
refresh your language skills," the student says who
has a great passion for the Spanish language. He is
also supporting a Spanish exchange student with
advice and action: Israelian Zambrana Otero has
come to Aalen for his Master in Industrial
Engineering. "The buddy program helps me a lot.
"It's a great way to get to know the other exchange
students," says the 26-year-old, laughingly adding,
"I've already got an Aalen pub tour from Artur. The
beer is really delicious! "

Assisting the Spanish exchange
student Israel Zambrana Otero
(left) with advice and help: Artur
Schneider has been a buddy for
several semesters

Saskia Stüven-Kazi
Department of Communications
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The "Buddies" are experienced students who
volunteer for the integration of the exchange
students, but also can earn so-called "Social Credit
Points" for their work in the framework of the
Studium Generale. Approximately 30 hours per
semester are estimated for the supervision of
foreign students. Faranak Jahromi has long gone
beyond the required 30 hours - and that with great
passion. "I like to get to know people from other
cultures," says the young woman, who is studying
International Business Administration at Aalen
University. Immediately after finishing school, the
native Hagenerin with Iranian roots went to Spain
as an au pair and has fallen in love with the
country. All the more, Faranak Jahromi is pleased
that she now has Andrea as a buddy, who comes
from Barcelona. While talking to them one
instantly realizes, that they understood each other
straight away. English, German and Spanish
phrases are exchanged between the two female
students. Cheerful and with wits in their eyes, they
tell what they have done together. "Typical girls’
things," Andrea says with a conspiratorial
expression. And laughing, the chemistry student
adds, "The chemistry between us is just right.“

The University’s Buddy Program is expanding

international

15

The members of the International Relations Office
(IRO) regularly receive such or similar applications
for the Buddy program. They are very happy about
this. If German students who have already been
abroad and are able to transition themselves into
the situation of foreign exchange students, and
feel the desire to get involved and to return
something as a "buddy" because of their own
experiences abroad, and register as "buddy", the
success of the supervision is already almost
secured. Of course it is also important that the
chemistry between the two students is right. This
can’t be guaranteed beforehand, but the IRO
always strives to meet the personal wishes of the
supervising students and cultural aspects in the
allocation of the buddies.
Prev. Page

Excursion to Esslingen for
the foreign students and
their buddies

For a few years now, it is easy to provide a new
buddy for each new exchange student in order to
facilitate and speed up the orientation in the new
study and residential environment - thanks to the
interest and commitment of the German students.
The feedback from both sides is encouraging:
German students often report that they have
improved their knowledge of foreign languages,
gained an insight into other cultures, and their
desire to go abroad was strengthened. The
incomings especially like the fact that they had a
contact person who they were able to ask all sorts
of questions; and thus helped them decisively in
the integration into the university, and the new
study and living environment, right from the start.
The success of the buddy support system of the
exchange students, has now lead to the program
being expanded in several directions. Within the
framework of the countrywide "Structural models
to increase the success of studies" at all
universities in the country, the IRO participates in a
pilot project focused on the target group of foreign
"degree seeking" students.
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“... I would like to register as a buddy for the next
semester and want to supervise a student from
abroad. Last year I myself had an exchange
semester abroad and was very well looked after
by the local students. I know how it feels to be
alone in a whole new environment and want to
make it easier for a student who come to Aalen
...”

international

In cooperation with the Foundation Center, the
Center for Counseling and the Faculties, a closer
professional support can be created and a higher
study success rate can be ensured. As a matter of
fact, the dropout rate among foreign students is
considerably higher; it is about 40 percent,
compared to 28 percent for German students,
which means that much needed potential is lost.

More students than the IRO could serve have
registered for the support of fully matriculated
foreign students, for whom the new pilot buddysupport system has been established. However,
the buddy support of the "degree seeking" foreign
students will only be a component in the structural
model concept of Aalen University. From the
winter semester onwards, a so-called "early
warning system" will be set up for with regard to
the pilot group to alert the IRO of the study and
examination achievements.
Regular buddy meetings are a vital part of the program

Prev. Page
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As a matter of fact, it is no longer just an issue of
exchange students who only study in Aalen for a
short time, but also the foreign students who are
seeking a degree from Aalen University and who
have acquired their university entrance
qualifications outside Germany. More target
groups for the buddy system are study-oriented or,
in general, younger refugees who are currently
studying the German language and are preparing
for further training measures. There are numerous
voluntary initiatives, which are accompanied by
the county councilors of the circles in order to
promote the integration of refugees into society in
Germany. But there is also a growing desire within
the student body to actively contribute to this.

Prev. Page
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In addition to the Buddy system, German students
and, of course, foreign students, who are already in
Aalen for a longer period of time, can also
volunteer – for example as a dormitory tutor. The
prerequisite for this is that you live in one of the
dormitories. Subject tutors are also always needed
for individual support in courses. The prerequisite
for this is that you live in one of the dormitories.
Professional tutors are also always wanted for
individual support in courses. The premises for this
position are good study achievements in typical
"difficult" subjects. If you are interested, please
register directly with the IRO (aaa@hs-aalen.de) or
ISA (isa@hs-aalen.de) stating your student number,
your major, which semester you are in, and the
complete contact details.
Pascal Cromm/Martina Kübler
International Relations Office
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The IRO is also very pleased that they have found
enough German students within a few days to
carry out another pilot project, initiated by Prof. Dr.
Ernst Zwilling, to support young refugees who are
currently at the vocational school in Aalen to
prepare for their training. Under the auspices of
the Country Council, German students at Aalen
University regularly supervise the mentioned
target group. Social credit points can be awarded
by the IRO or the International Association Aalen
eV (ISA), which also accepts the reports and
awards the Aalen certificate for the current Buddy
Program. After that the Career Center of the
university is able to credit the ECTS within the
framework of the Studium Generale. This area of
the Buddy Program is certainly a special challenge
for all involved, but an important task in these
turbulent times.

We are blown away…from
Myanmar to Aalen

18

Ever since I was a child I wanted to come to Europe. It is
great that I can now study for a semester in Germany! My
university, the Yangon University of Economics, is involved
in the project "Mingalaba!" ("Welcome!") sponsored by
the Baden-Württemberg Foundation.
The aim of the project is to strengthen cooperation
between universities in Baden-Württemberg and
Myanmar. I am very happy that I got a scholarship and
now am able to continue my studies of International
Business Management here in Aalen. The start was not so
easy - when I arrived in Berlin after a 15-hour flight, none
of my luggage arrived. That was quite a shock! My
roommates in the student hostel were very nice and
helped me with clothes, until my things arrived here. Also
the International Relations Office of the university gave
me great support in this situation. And then I also lost my
bag that contained my wallet, passport, flight ticket, and
tablet in it in Aalen. Fortunately, a bus driver found and
returned it to me. That really impressed me a lot!
Germany is a very civilized country.

Gayu site par (all the best!),
Moe Thiri Win
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Min gala par,

Everything is so clean here; no garbage is in
the streets. And everything works and is
efficient, especially the public transport. It is
so easy to get from one place to another!
And everywhere there is tourist information
- traveling alone is no problem here. Besides
Mayanmar
reading, traveling is my big hobby.
(also called
Recently my parents from Myanmar (also
Burma or Birma) called Birma or Burma) were here - we
traveled through Europe for a week and
visited the most amazing places. We went
Language: Burmese
to Venice, Amsterdam and Zurich. And I saw
Capital: Naypyidaw
Government: Republic snow for the first time in my life! That was
wonderful. How blessed my life is! I am
Area: 676,578 km²
really very happy about this semester
Population:
abroad. Of course, I miss my parents and my
51,419,420 (2014)
Sights: Schwedagon- two brothers, but we skype every day. And
Stupa, Bagan, Golden it is a pity that it is not so easy to find
contacts and make friends here. If you smile
Rock by Kayaikto
and greet someone on the street, you are
often given a look of irritation. In Myanmar
it is common to smile a lot and we greet
each other, even if we do not know each
other. You have such a great country - why
don’t you smile more often?

19

We already visited the typical sights of
Shanghai and bought new shoes at the
Hello,
"Fake-Market". Around Shanghai there are
My name is Tobias Romey. I am studying "International
many places that are good for weekend
Sales Management and Technology" in the 5th semester at
trips. We were in Suzhou with its famous
Aalen University. At the moment, I am spending my
parks and Hangzhou, which lies right on the
internship semester in the middle of the country. I work at
picturesque West Lake. All three cities are
the Shanghai site for a German automotive supplier.
larger than Berlin with more than five
Currently there are about 400 employees, 30 of them are
million inhabitants, but are only about one
German, and five are students. The company supports China
hour apart. At the train stations and in the
students in all organizational matters. No matter whether
inner city you experience how crowds of
it is health insurance, housing, visa or language course – Language: Chinese
people are transported and what it means
even a cell phone card was given to us. During the daily Capital: Beijing
for the air to be a mega-city. On our list are,
routine, I quickly took responsibility for smaller projects. Government: People‘s of course, Beijing, the Great Wall, and the
Through that I am able to put my knowledge of my studies Republic
bathing island of Hainan near Vietnam. Life
directly into practice. A feedback discussion, in which we Area: 9,571,302 km² as a European is otherwise relatively simple.
discuss the current tasks with our supervisors, takes place Population:
Most Chinese do not speak English, but are
every two weeks. I think that through these open talks we 1,367,485,388 (2015) always friendly and helpful. In the sports
can learn a lot for the future professional daily routine. Sights: The Great Wall, shop, for example, or in the hairdresser's
Already on my first day I noticed that some Chinese speak Yangtze River,
shop, you are consistently advised in
English, but nevertheless, information is sometimes lost. Terracotta Army
Chinese. To conclude a successful shopping
And since a picture is known to say a thousand words, I
trip, it is not uncommon for the whole sales
have quickly become accustomed to photograph
team to ask for a selfie as a souvenir.
everything. Even in the restaurant you can be pretty sure
Nevertheless, I am looking forward to the
to get something served with chicken when you show a
next semester in Aalen.
picture of a chicken. We students spend a lot of time
Many greetings to Germany,
together and travel around China.
Tobias Romey
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We are blown away…from
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Already in the recent years, Aalen University was in
the top group of the university ranking from the
Center for Higher Education Development (CHE). In
the periodical assessment of the courses in
Electrical
Engineering,
Mechatronics
and
Mechanical Engineering, it has achieved
outstanding results. The students are very satisfied
with the study situation as a whole, the care
provided by teachers, and the employment and
labor market reference. Once again, Electrical
Engineering could improve. In Baden-Württemberg
it leads the current ranking. Also in the entire
German-speaking countries it is now ranked
number one together with two other universities of
applied sciences (HAW) - 45 universities were
ranked. Mechatronics also performed very well. The
course of study is now 1st place in the state and 3rd
place in the German-speaking countries together
with two other universities - there were two first
places. A total of 53 universities were ranked here.
Mechanical engineering also holds its position in
the top group.
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Together with five other universities, it was ranked
7th out of 94 in the German-speaking countries.
Six universities share the 1st place here. Mechanical
Engineering also performed well in the field of
research. In the current CHE ranking, Aalen
University reaches a total of ten out of twelve
possible top positions. Comparing all universities,
that were ranked in the courses of Mechanical
Engineering,
Mechatronics
and
Electrical
Engineering this year, they even score best in the
German-speaking countries. The CHE-ranking is the
most comprehensive and detailed ranking in the
German speaking countries. More than 300
universities and universities of applied sciences
were ranked by CHE. In addition to facts about
studies, teaching and research the ranking includes
judgments of students about the study conditions
at their university.
Heiko Buczinski, Public Relations
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