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The significance of CC licenses

• By publishing their work under a Creative Commons license, creators allow others to reuse their 
work under certain conditions without having to ask for explicit permission.

• CC licenses are based on existing copyright law and generally grant broader freedoms.

• Authors can specify the conditions under which their works may be reused.

• In 2014, the DFG issued a call for the use of open licenses in academia in order to establish “the 
widest possible access to research results.”

• The CC-BY license is recommended for academic content.

• A Creative Commons license does not affect the author's moral rights; in other words, the authors 
must always be credited when the documents are reused.
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License elements

• CC licenses are made up of 
several elements.

• By combining these elements, 
graduated usage rights can be 
granted.
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Overview and Decision-Making Guide for CC Licenses

• Most permissive 
license:

CC-BY

• Most restrictive 
license:

CC BY-NC-ND
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Sources

• DFG: Appell zur Nutzung offener Lizenzen in der Wissenschaft. Information für die 
Wissenschaft, Nr. 68 - Bonn: 20.11.2014. 
https://www.dfg.de/foerderung/info_wissenschaft/2014/info_wissenschaft_14_68/

• Muuß-Merholz, Jöran: Die CC-Lizenzen im Überblick – Welche Lizenz für welche 
Zwecke? – updated on 30.03.2021 by Susanne Witt.
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